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is more himself, keenly sensitive as he nevertheless
is to the social thought currents of our day. But
there is, when all reservations are made, a funda-
mental fellowship between the two: both are critics
of society, realists in method, individualists in at-
titude and teaching, and technicians who boldly
adapt the stage traditions to their particular
kind of endeavor.

In this sense, and without the unfair generali-
zation which allows for no personal dissimilarity,
it is not amiss to describe Shaw as the English
Ibsen. And there can be no question, I believe, that
his position in the school which has grown up on
English ground is of like importance. He is not
only the most brilliant satiric dramatist who uses
English speech during the period under discussion,
but the most influential. He has been a pioneer,
I have suggested, in giving prominence to the
idea of the printed play as a part of letters; and
his plays have been so printed as to make the
important distinction between a stage drama re-
produced, shorthand direction and all, in book
form, and the same play so printed as to be
pleasurable reading because intelligently aimed at
the reading public, and accompanied by prefaceshy;                         | |
